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Imagine that you are going to be reincarnated as'*' a domesticated animal™, and you can choose
whether to be reincarnated in the US. or in Spain. Which country would you pick? My hunch™ is
that many of you will think ( a ) if you choose Spain, there's a chance you might be a bull raised

to die in a bullfight, and so it is better to pick the US. and avoid such a fate. But  that would be
A)
an unwise assumption.

The cruel and bloody ritual of bullfighting does mean that each year an estimated 35,000 bulls die
a horrendous™ death. But, overall, animals in Spain have better lives than (

b ) in the US.
Take, for instance, the matter of egg-laving hens. Around 230 million of them in the U.S.—almost

60% of the country's hen population—are crammed™®?

into bare wire cages that do not ( ¢ )
them enough space to fully stretch their wings. In Spain, keeping hens in such conditions is illegal,

and the nation's 46 million hens have almost twice the space. They also have access to a nest,

perching space, and litter™® to allow pecking and scratching, None of those enrichments’™’ are to be
found in US. cages.

These hens spend a full vear in their cages, whereas it takes about 20 minutes for each bull to

die in a Spanish bullfight. So it is reasonable to conclude that US. cages cause more ( d ) to
hens than bullfights do to bulls, given the time and conditions spent in captivitym. And because

there are more than 1,000 times as many hens in Spain as there are bulls bred to die in bullfights,

a randomly selected domesticated animal is more likely to be a hen, and it will have a much better
life in Spain than in the US.

Something ( e ) holds for pigs, especially the mothers of the pigs that are reared and killed
for pork, ham, or bacon. There are around 6 million of these mother pigs in the US. and about 75%
of them spend the entire 16 weeks of their pregnancies in stalls too narrow for them to turn

(7)
around, and too short for them to walk more than a step forward or backward. Again, in Spain
keeping pigs this way is illegal

Even more gruesome™® are the ( f

) used in the U.S. to kill millions of chickens and
turkeys when bird flu is detected on a factory farm. Often, the birds are killed by shutting off the

ventilation™? to the shed and bringing in heaters, so that after an hour or two of heat in excess of
104°FE they die of heatstroke™? In Spain, heating birds to death is not permitted.

But it's not just about the US. vs. Spain. The laws that protect animals in Spain apply to all 27
countries that make ( g ) the EU. The UK, though no longer a member of the bloe, continues
=




to require standards of animal welfare similar to those of the E.U.
Why does the US. lag™ so far behind? One view is that Americans are still influenced by a

Wild West'™" mentality that tolerates the rough handling of animals. Supporters of that view point

to the rodeo™, which, like the bullfight, entertains spectators by mistreating™™'® animals. People who

( h ) it entertaining to watch a frightened young calves lassoed™®! by a rope that chokes them
and then drags them to the ground are unlikely to be concerned about the suffering of pigs or chickens.

Yet ( i ) Americans can vote for laws that give farmed animals more space to move around,
)thﬂ do. That happened with ballot initiatives™® in Florida in 2002, Arizona in 2006, California in
2008, Massachusetts in 2016, and California again in 2018.

So I suggest what differs is ( j ) that Americans care less about animals, but that the U.S.
political system is less democratic than Europe’s parliamentary system. In most parliamentary
democracies, political parties are stronger and lawmakers do not need to raise large sums of money
to get re-elected. Money and lobbying have far greater influence in US. politics.

The US. congressional™? committee system also disempowers®? the electorate™! in a way
that cannot happen in a parliamentary democracy. In the US. agriculture committees in both state
and federal legislaturesmz are usually made up of lawmakers representing rural districts, and they
effectively have a vetor? on farmed-animal legislation. They often receive major donations from
factory-farm operators. In states without citizen-initiated ballots, only tiny Rhode Island®*! has
farmed-animal legislation ( k ) to Europe's. At the federal level. there are no laws that even

attempt to ( € ) the conditions in which farmed animals are kept.

Most Americans care about animals and would like their country to be a leader in protecting

animals from unnecessary suffering. I hope that people who learn (B)Lhe true situation seek to change it.
(Adapted from TIME, November 25, 2024)

¥ 1 : be reincarnated as~ ~t L THFThEDS ik 2 : domesticated animal K#f
i£ 3 hunch AR £ 4 : horrendous Bk S5 cram B50AL

6 litter ¥ 7 enrichment HMEL EEWLE - XEKSEZLOD

i£ 8 ! in captivity S FT i 9 gruesome FTAHL W iE 10 : ventilation #4(

iE11: 104°F #EEC 104 B (= PUK 40 ) ik 12 © heatstroke #AHIE

13 :lag END 7E 14 : Wild West 19 i O FRIGFRF €O a7

HE15: rodec T 77 (FERICHS LD RITMZ LD LTHYF— 1 ORI 28 8

£ 16 : mistreat A2k 117 ! lasso FITHITHZ 5 7 18 : ballot initiative {ERFZHE
7 19 : congressional ME® 1k 20 : disempower ~2*5HFEH

1 21 : electorate MAFA 7 22 : legislature S iE 23 : veto B HE

¥£24 : Rhode Island w— F7 4 2 » M CEEHERSE DM )
— 2 f—




M R,

Ll ate 1 ol Sy Nt | Ve N

ZE (a)~(2) 2FWHIBDOL LTRLVALLLDE, ZRENRTROO~EDHN 5 —2RTY,
x—7v—troREM| 1 |~[12 | ee—s Liswn,

(a) @ about
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: You like jazz? You must like classical, too.

Not ( ).
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Susan set an alarm to stop herself from ( 0%
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Since it was cold outside, Emma kept the window ( ).
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The mayor was impressed by the bridge, the width of (
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) spanned 50 meters.
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After adding the cut fruit, close the lid of the mixer tightly; ( ) liquid may leak
out during operation.
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(#1) Certain (combinations) of sounds are not possible in English. [combine]

(#4) I think that I should sell my car, but he (disagrees). [agree]

1.
2.

W

The surface of the moon is ( ). [regular]

The YouTuber shot his first video with his face ( ). [hide]

The security software was found to have a ( ) error. [fate]

Tom aims to be financially ( ) of his parents by the time he graduates. [depend]

An ( ) is a person employed for wages or salary, especially at non-executive level.

[employ]
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Keep an eye out [1#FH 2 3 4 5 6#H _7 8 9 ]
driving.
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1. for . into 7. kids =. might 4. run /\. street

k. the 7. while '). who
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